TO MEET MISS MADELEINE SMITH

ill-luck, inadvertence, defective education, or other cause to
the present writer unknown, may hever even have heard of
Madeleine Smith! Such ignorance is to be deplored, and so
far as may be in the space at my disposal, remedied. I shall,
therefore, furnish first an outline of the general question at
issue, which will enable these benighted persons to appreciate
the situation. Those acquainted with the facts and circum-
stances of the case need not read it, but it may prove of service
to such as know not Madeleine.

I
The daughter of an architect of position in Glasgow,
Madeleine Smith at nineteen was a dashing damsel, accom-
plished and attractive, an ornament of middle-class society in
that city. Her charms caught the roving eye of a young
Frenchman, Pierre Emile L'Angelier, clerk in a commercial
house, and he contrived through a common friend an intro-
duction to her in the street. This ill-omened meeting occurred
in 1855. Socially, of course, L'Angelier was impossible j but
he was a good-looking little "bounder," and the girl fell in
love with him. They corresponded constantly, with that
amazing mid-Victorian voluminosity which, happily, is a lost
art, and met as often as circumstances permitted. No one in
Madeleine's set knew of their intimacy; but a romantic
spinster friend of L'Angelier, Miss Perry, acted as go-between,
and one of the Smiths' maids connived at their clandestine
meetings.
In the spring of 1856 the flirtation developed into an
intrigue, the changed relations of the lovers being reflected
in the tropical and abandoned tone of the fair corresptmdent.
They addressed one another as "husband** and "wife," and
there can be little doubt that in the belief of L'Angelier, as well
as by the law of Scotland, they actually were married. An
elopement was anticipated, but the gallant's official salary
amounted only to ten shillings a week and the young lady
was quite dependent on her parents, so the prospect was norse
of the brightest* In November 1856 the Smiths occupied a
main-door corner house, No. 7 Blythswood Square. The
stanchioned windows of Madeleine's bedroom in the base-
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